Rural  District  of  Glendale. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  for  1903. 
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Rural  District  of  Glendale. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1903. 


The  census  of  1901  gave  the  population  of  Glendale  to 
be  8,770,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  the  population  in 

1903,  there  having  been  no  apparent  cause  to  affect  the 
number. 


During  the  year  1903  the  number  of  births  was  192, 
equal  to  a birth  rate  of  21-89  per  1.000  of  the  population. 
Although  this  is  an  increase  of  1 1 over  the  number  of 


births  in  1902,  it  is  a very  low  birth  rate  as  compared 
with  the  birth  rate  of  the  county  as  a whole,  which  was 
32-70  in  1902,  and  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  county 


which  was  27*04  in  1002. 


In  1902  the  birth  rate  of  Glendale  was  the  lowest 
among  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  but  very  little 
less  than  two  or  three  other  purely  agricultural  districts. 
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This  low  birth  rate  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  tendency 
of  the  rising  generation  to  seek  work  in  the  large  centres 
of  industry. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  93.  which 

gives  a death  rate  of  10*06  per  1,000.  This  is  lower  than 

any  since  1890,  and  possibly  the  lowest  on  record  for 

Glendale.  It  is  very  much  below  the  death  rate  of  the 

county  as  a whole,  which  was  16*63  in  1902,  as  well  as 

the  death  rate  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  which 

was  15*17,  and  of  the  approximate  rural  death  rate  of 

England  and  Wales,  which  was  15*3.  In  the  Wooler 

district  alone  the  number  of  deaths  was  35,  equal  to  a 

death  rate  of  7*69  per  1,000 — a very  low  death  rate 

indeed ; while  in  the  Ford  district  the  number  of  deaths 

was  53,  giving  a death  rate  of  12*6,  which,  compared 

with  other  rural  districts,  may  be  considered  a low 
death  rate.  In  the  Workhouse  there  were  five  deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  10, 
a decrease  of  7 from  the  previous  year  and  of  16  from 
1901.  This  is  equal  to  a rate  of  52*08  per  1,000  births, 
which  must  be  considered  an  extremely  low  mortality 
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when  compared  with  101*39 — the  rate  for  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  the  county,  and  126*9  for  the  county  as  a whole, 
and  with  133*0,  which  was  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1902.  The  total  number  of  deaths  under  five 
years  of  age  was  12,  as  compared  with  19  in  1902,  and 
equal  to  a death  rate  of  1*3  per  1,000  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  2*17  in  1902.  The  number  of  deaths 
at  five  years  of  age  and  upwards  was  81,  a death  rate  of 
9*2  as  compared  with  12*08  in  1902.  Of  these  81  deaths 
43,  or  more  than  half,  were  65  years  of  age  and  upwards, 
and  28  of  the  43  had  reached  the  age  of  75  years  and 
upwards.  Of  these  28,  15  died  over  80  years  of  age — 
7 in  Wooler  district  and  Workhouse  and  8 in  the  Ford 
district — a striking  testimony  to  the  health  of  Glendale. 
The  low  death  rate  of  1903  must  in  a great  measure  be 
due  to  the  comparatively  few  cases  of  epidemic  influenza 
which  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year,  although 
the  year  was  remarkable  all  over  the  country  for  its 
excessive  rainfall  and  uniformly  low  temperature. 

One  death  was  due  to  each  of  the  following  diseases: — 
Whooping  cough,  epidemic  influenza,  diarrhoea, and  tuqer- 
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cular  disease  other  than  phthisis ; while  enteritis  caused 
4 deaths,  phthisis  6 deaths,  cancer  6 deaths,  bronchitis  5 
deaths,  and  pneumonia  6 deaths.  The  6 deaths  from 
phthisis  give  a death-rate  of  0*68 — a very  low  rate  com- 
pared with  T24,  the  rate  for  the  rural  districts  of  the 
county  as  a whole.  Zymotic  diseases  caused  2 deaths,  1 
from  whooping  cough  and  1 from  diarrhoea,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  0*22,  compared  with  T04  for  the  rural 
districts  of  the  county  generally. 

Although  the  infant  mortality  is  very  low  for  1903, 
and  probably  the  loAvest  on  record  in  Glendale,  there  has 
been  a good  deal  of  illness  amongst  children,  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  improper  feeding  and  the  want  of  milk. 

A great  deal  has  been  said  of  improper  feeding  of  infants 
in  large  towns,  but  most  towns  are  much  better  supplied 
with  milk  than  the  agricultural  district  of  Glendale.  At 
the  present  time  several  farms  where  there  are  four  to 
eight  families,  have  not  a drop  of  fresh  milk,  condensed 
milk  being  the  only  kind  available.  Matters  are  very 
little  better  in  the  summer,  for  the  one  or  two  cows 
kept  by  the  farmers  cannot  supply  more  than  their  own 


immediate  wants.  Many  of  the  cottagers’  wives  do  not 

care  to  look  after  a cow,  and  milking  is  becoming  a lost 

art  among  them.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  very  much 

to  the  advantage  of  the  farmers  if  they  encouraged  their 

workmen  to  have  cows,  for  every  year  the  women 

workers  are  less  able  to  do  the  work  required  of  them, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  anaemia  and  stomach  troubles 

among  them.  This  state  of  matters,  I consider,  the 
dii  *ect  result  ot‘  the  scarcity  of  milk,  and  nothing  adequate 
to  take  its  place. 


The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  the 
district  will  be  seen  from  Table  III.  to  have  been  44 — a 
decrease  of  22  from  1902.  Of  these  33  occurred  in 


Wooler  district  and  11  in  Ford  district.  Sc  arlet  fever  is 
accountable  for  23  of  the  cases,  none  of  whom  proved 
fatal.  During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  no  case  of 
infectious  disease  was  notified,  except  one  of  diphtheria, 
but  during  the  rest  of  the  year  cases  of  scarlet  fever  kept 
cropping  up,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  several 
cases  occurred  at  Doddington,  one  case  in  the  school- 


master’s family,  and  the  school  was  closed  in  conse- 
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quence.  There  were  11  cases  of  diphtheria  notified,  an 
unusual  number  for  Glendale.  One  case  was  notified  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  no  more  appeared  until 
early  in  November,  after  which  10  cases  were  notified 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  appeared  at  widely 
separated  places  all  over  the  district,  and  seemed  to 
depend  on  the  unfavourable  climatic  conditions  which 
prevailed  in  November  and  December.  There  were  no 
deaths.  There  were  9 cases  of  erysipelas  ; in  one  family 
three  cases  occurred,  one  case  following  the  other.  No 
isolation  could  be  practised.  The  other  cases  were 
spread  over  the  district. 

One  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  in  Wooler  early 
in  November.  The  patient,  a resident  of  Wooler,  had 
contracted  the  disease  in  Gosforth.  As  soon  as  the 
disease  was  notified  the  patient  was  removed  to  the 
Small-pox  Isolation  Hospital,  which  the  Council  had 
wisely  provided  in  the  previous  year,  and,  every  care 
being  taken,  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  one  case. 

Measles  has  been  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the 
district.  The  School  at  Wark-on-Tweed  was  closed  at 


the  beginning  of  the  year  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
of  this  disease,  and  the  School  at  Hazelrigg  had  to  be 
closed  for  the  same  reason. 


Whooping  cough  also  was  very  prevalent  for  a time 
in  the  areas  of  the  Mindrum  and  Howtle  Schools,  and 
necessitated  the  closing  of  both  Schools  for  a time. 
There  was  one  death  from  the  disease. 

Wooler  Sewage  Scheme  has  made  no  progress  during 
the  year,  except  that  the  Board  of  Trade  has  given  its 
sanction  to  the  plan  submitted  to  it  for  carrying  the 
sewage  across  the  Wooler  Water,  and  leave  has  been 
asked  to  borrow  the  requisite  sum  to  carry  out  the  work. 

A new  Rubbish  Depot,  along  with  a furnace  for  con- 
suming paper  and  other  combustible  materials,  has  been 
erected  at  a convenient  distance  from  Wooler  and  out  of 
the  public  view.  It  is  about  ready  for  use. 

The  Council  has  decided  to  erect  three  separate 
Slaughter-houses  under  one  roof,  on  a suitable  site, 
which  the  Earl  of  Tankerville  has  granted  on  favourable 
terms,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  present  unsatisfactory 
Slaughter-houses  may  disappear  before  the  end  of  1904. 
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Several  ashpits  and  privies  still  exist  in  Wooler  which 
ought  to  be  abolished,  as,  owing  to  faulty  construction 
and  proximity  to  houses,  they  are  apt  to  be  dangerous 
nuisances. 

Four  new  houses  have  been  erected  in  Wooler  during 
the  year.  A large  and  substantial  block  as  bank  office 
and  house  has  been  erected  at  the  corner  of  High  Street 
and  Glendale  Road. 

At  Wooler  Common  a new  water  supply  has  been 
laid  on  to  house  and  steading. 

At  Kilham  new  sewerage  drains  have  been  laid  down 
to  the  cottages. 

At  W ooler  Brewery  the  house  has  been  put  in  good 
order,  several  improvements  having  been  carried  out. 

A new  water  supply  has  been  brought  to  Barmoor 
Rigg,  Kemping  Moss,  and  Biteabout  public-house— a 
much-needed  improvement. 

At  Barmoor  Lane  three  new  cottages  are  in  course  of 


erection. 


At  West  Newton  ail  entirely  new  system  of  drainage 
lias  been  laid  to  the  cottages. 

New  drains  have  been  laid  to  the  farmhouse  at 
Howburn. 

At  Humbleton  Mill  a new  line  of  pipes  has  been  laid 
down  for  the  water  supply. 

At  West  Flodden  new  piggeries  have  been  built  for 
the  cottages. 

A new  sewerage  drain  has  been  laid  to  the  farm 
house  at  Etal  Rhodes. 

At  Etal  Manor  a new  system  of  sewerage  of  cast-iron 
piping  has  been  laid  down. 

At  Fenton  Demesne  a new  farm  house  is  about  to  be 
erected. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1902,  special 
visits  have  been  paid  to  the  various  workshops,  and 
attention  has  been  paid  to  their  sanitary  condition  as 
regards  cleanliness,  ventilation,  air-space,  and  other 


matters. 
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In  addition  to  systematic  visits,  special  visits  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  in  the  district,  and  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  regularly  reported  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  has  kept  me  informed  of  whatever  required 
my  attention. 

ALEXANDER  DEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Glendale  Rural  District.  — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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